Personality
Development Through
Yoga

9.1 INTRODUCTION

Development of personality is an important issue. Personality
starts developing since birth, but it assumes great importance
during adolescence, when reorganisation of personality takes
place. 13149CHDY

Personality is a very common term which is used in our
day-to-day life. It tells us what type of person one is. We know
that each person generally behaves consistently in most of the
situations. The examples of this consistency can be seen in
a person who remains friendly or a person who is generally
kind or helpful in most situations. Such a consistent pattern of
behaviour is termed as personality. It can be called as the sum
total of behaviour that includes attitudes, emotions, thoughts,
habits and traits. This pattern of behaviour is characteristic to
an individual.

There are various dimensions of personality. These
dimensions are related to physical, emotional, intellectual,
social and spiritual aspects of our behaviour. For a holistic
personality development, yoga plays an important role.

9.2 YocA AND PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT

Yogic practices are found effective for development of all
dimensions of personality.

Let us talk about the yogic practices that influences
development of different dimensions of personality.

Yoga and Physical Dimension of Personality: Physical
dimension is related to our body. It means that all organs and
systems of our body should be properly developed and function.
It implies a healthy body without any disease. Yogic practices
like asana, pranayama, and bandha play a beneficial role in
physical development of children. There is a series of asanas
and pranayamas which help to improve the functioning of the
body.

Yogaand Emotional Dimension of Personality: Yogic practices
are effective for development of emotional dimension related to
our feelings, attitudes and emotions. There are two kinds of
emotions : positive and negative. For example love, kindness
are positive emotions, while anger and fear (exam phobia) are
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negative emotions. Similarly, our feelings and attitudes may
be positive and negative. For emotional development, positive
feelings, attitudes and emotions should be developed and
negative ones should be controlled, as the negative attitudes
and emotions work as a mental block for the development
of personality. Yoga plays a critical role in development of
positive emotions. It brings emotional stability. It helps to
control negative emotions. Yogic practices such as yama,
niyama, asana, pranayama, pratyahara and meditation help
in emotional management. For example, the principle of
non-violence will protect us from negative emotions and
develop positive feelings of love and kindness. Similarly, other
principles of yama and niyama will help to develop positive
emotions and attitudes in our personal and social life and
therefore help in the management of emotions.

Yoga and Intellectual Dimension of Personality: Intellectual
developmentis related to the development of our mental abilities
and processes such as critical thinking, memory, perception,
decision making, imagination, creativity, etc. Development of
this dimension is very important as it enables us to learn new
things and acquire knowledge and skills. Yogic practices such
as asana, pranayama, dharana, dhyana (meditation) help to
develop concentration, memory and thereby help in intellectual
development.

Yoga and Social Dimension of Personality: Primary
socialisation, probably the most important aspect of the
personality development takes place during infancy, usually
within the family. By responding to the approval and disapproval
of parents and grandparents and imitating their examples, the
child learns the language and many of the basic behaviour
patterns of her/his society. The process of socialisation is not
limited to childhood, but continues throughout life and teach
the growing child and adolescent about the norms and rules of
the society in which she/he lives . Some key elements of this
process include respect for others, listening carefully to other
persons, being interested in them, and voicing your thoughts
and feelings politely, honestly and clearly so that you can be
easily heard and understood. Principles of yama include these
key elements and are very important as these help us in the
betterment of our relationships with our friends, parents,
teachers and others.

Yoga and Spiritual Dimension of Personality: This dimension
is related to the development of values. It is also concerned
with self-actualisation which is related to recognising one’s
potential and developing them to the maximum. Proper
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development of this dimension helps the person to realise one’s
true identity. For spiritual development, yama, niyama,
pratyahara and dhyana (meditation) are helpful. Yama and
niyama help to develop our moral values while pranayama,
and meditation help us to realise our true self. Introspection is
very effective for the development of ‘self’.

Yama (Restraint) and Niyama (Observance)

Yama and Niyama are principles which need to be adopted
always in our day-to-day life. These can be considered as
the universal codes of conduct that help us in following high
standards in our personal and social life. Principles of yama
are concerned with one’s social life; while the principles of
niyama are concerned with one’s personal life. Yama and
niyama are part of Ashtanga yoga.

The five principles of yama are: Ahimsa (non-violence),
Satya (truthfulness); Asteya (non-stealing); Brahmcharya
(abstinence) and Aparigraha (non-collectiveness).

The five principles of niyama are: Shaucha (cleanliness);
Santosha (satisfaction); Tapas (austerity); Swadhyaya
(study of good literature and knowing about the 'self') and
Ishwarpranidhana (dedication to the God/Supreme power).

9.3 Yoaic PrRACTICES FOR PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT

In the following section, we will discuss some yogic practices
which contribute to the development of various dimensions of
personality.

We begin with Surya Namaskara. Prepare the body by
performing yogic micro practices.

9.3.1 Surya Namaskara (Sun Salutation)

Surya means ‘sun’ and namaskara means ‘salutation’ or
‘bowing down’. It consist of 12 postures. The regular practice of
surya namaskara helps improve blood circulation throughout
the body and maintain health, and thereby helps one to remain
disease-free. Postures practised during surya namaskara act as
a good link between warm-ups and asanas. Surya namaskara
should preferably be done at the time of sunrise. It can be
done any time on an empty stomach. However, morning is
considered to be the best time for it. Adolescents should start
doing surya namaskara daily to have healthy body and mind.
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Let us perform surya namaskar by following the steps
given below:

1.

Stand erect with legs together and hands by the sides of
the body. Bring both the arms to the chest with palms
together in the prayer posture (Namaskarasana).

Inhaling, raise both the arms above the head. Stretching
bend the trunk backwards (Hastottanasana).

3.

2.

3. Exhaling, bend the trunk forward and place the
hands on the floor besides the feet and forehead near
the knees (Padahastasana).

4. Inhaling, stretch the right leg backward
and bend the left leg at the knee. Tilt the head
backward and, look up while arching the spine
(Ashwasanchalanasana,).

S. Stretch the left foot backward by the side of right
foot, lower your head and move buttocks upwards.
Keep arms and legs straight and heels on the floor
(Parvatasana,).

6. Lower the knees, chest and chin to the floor. Keep
the hips slightly up. The toes, knees, chest, hands
and chin should be touching the floor (Ashtanga
namaskara,).

7. Lower the hips. Raise the head and torso up
to the navel region. Bend the head backwards
(Bhujangasana,).
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8. Lower the head and trunk to the floor, now raising the
buttocks and straightening the arms, bring feet towards
the head. Head should be between the arms. Come to
the postion S (Parvatasana).

9. By bending the left leg, bring it to the front between the
hands. Take the right leg behind with knee touching
the floor. Keep palms on both the sides of the left foot
and head tilted backward and back arched. Look up
(Ashwasanchalanasana,).

10. Exhaling, bring the right leg forward and keep it by the
side of left leg. Keep the hands on the floor on sides of
the feet and head near the knees (Padahastasana).
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11.

12.

Inhaling, raise both the arms above the head and bend
the trunk backwards (Hastottanasana).

Come to the erect and straight position. Join both palms
in prayer posture (Namaskarasana,).

Benefits

It helps to increase strength, endurance and flexibility.
It regulates all the systems of the body.

It improves concentration.

It helps in removing excess fat.

It helps in constipation and improve blood circulation in
the body.

It energises the body.

It helps in increasing the height of the growing children
and toning up the body.

It revitalises the body and refreshes the mind.
It stretches abdominal organs and improves digestion.

Limitation

One should avoid practising surya namaskara in case of high
blood pressure, fever, heart diseases, hernia, slipped disk,
intestinal tuberculosis and sciatica.

9.4

AsANAS

We all know that asanas are beneficial for our physical and
mental development. You have also learnt so many asanas in
previous classes. Now, we will discuss some more asanas in
this section.
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9.4.1 Tadasana (Palm tree posture)

Tada in Sanskrit means ‘palm tree’. This is called Tadasana
because in this asana the student stands straight like a palm
tree. Hence, it has been named Tadasana.

Let us perform Tadasana by following the steps given
below:

1. Stand erect, feet together, hands by the side of the
thighs. Keep the back straight and gaze in front.

2. Stretch the arms upward, keep them straight and
parallel with each other in vertical position, with the
palms facing inward.

3. Slowly raise the heels as much as you can and stand
on toes. Stretch body up as much as possible. Maintain
the position for 5-10 seconds.

4. To come back, bring the heels on the floor first. Slowly
bring down the hands by the side of the thighs and
relax.
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Remember the following points:

Dos Don’ts

¢ The inner upper arms should | ¢ Do not bend forward or
be touching the respective backward.
ears.

e Stretch the arms and fingers
fully.

* Keep the head, neck and the
body in one straight line.

Benefits

It gives vertical stretch to whole body muscles.

It strengthens thighs, knees and ankles.

It helps improve height of the children.

This posture plays an important role in increasing one’s
self-awareness.

It helps to remove laziness and lethargy.

Limitation

Those having complaints of vertigo should not practise
this asana.

9.4.2 Katichakrasana (Lumber Twist Posture)

Kati in Sanskrit means ‘waist’ and chakra means ‘wheel’. In
this asana, the waist is moved towards right side and left
side. The movements of the waist along with arms look like

a wheel. Hence, it is called Katichakrasana.

Let us perform Katichakrasana by following the steps
given below:

. Stand erect on the ground with feet 12 inches apart.

. Now, keep the arms out-stretched in front of the body

with palms facing each other at the shoulder level.

. While inhaling, swing the arms slowly towards right

side of your body.

. Twist your body from the waist to the right and take

your arms back as far as possible.

. While swinging towards right side, keep the right arm

straight and left arm bent.

Repeat the practice twisting toward left side as well.
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Remember the following points:

Dos

Don’ts

Right hand is kept straight
while twisting to the right
and vice versa.

Fingers should be stretched
out. Inhale while twisting

Don’t bend forward or
backward.

Don’t move the lower part of
the body.

Do not jerk the body.

towards back and exhale
while coming to the normal
position.

¢ In the final position of asana
gaze behind.

Benefits

e It helps in making slim.
e It relieves constipation and makes the lumber region
strong.
e It is good for respiratory ailments. Tuberculosis of lungs
can be prevented.
e It strengthens shoulders, neck, arms, abdomen, back
and thighs.
Limitation
* Do not practise it if suffering from chronic spinal pain
or injury.
9.4.3 Simhasana (Lion Posture)

In Sanskrit Simha means ‘lion’. In this asana, the face with open
mouth and tongue stretched out towards the chin resembles
the fierce look of a lion, hence, it is called Simhasana.

Let us perform Simhasana by following the steps given
below:

1. Sitin Vajrasana with palms on the respective knees.
2. Keep the knees apart.

3. Place both the heels upwards under perineum.

4

Place both the palms on the respective knees widely
spreading out the fingers.

5. Lean forward and place the palms on the floor between
the knees.

6. Open the mouth and stretch out the tongue as much as
possible and gaze at bhrumadhya (centre of eyebrows).

7. Release the bhrumadhya dristi and relax your eyes.

8. Come to Vagjrasana by placing the palms on the
respective knees and relax.
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Remember the following points:

Dos Don’ts

¢ The knee should rest on the|* Do not protrude the tongue
ground. beyond the capacity.

e Sit on the heels.

¢ The buttocks are to be lifted
up.

¢ The fingers should be spread
out in imitation of the lion’s
paws.

Benefits

* It is beneficial for the muscles of the face and neck.

* The tongue becomes more elastic and healthier.

* Salivary glands become strong.

* [t regulates functioning of thyroid.

* It helps in reducing dullness and depression and
improves slurring of speech.

Limitation
* Do not practise if suffering from backache, arthritis of
hip and knee, throat problems and pain in jaws.

9.4.4 Mandukasana (Frog Posture)

Manduka, a Sanskrit word means ‘rog’. In this asana, the
final posture resembles the shape of a frog. Hence, it is named
Mandukasana.

Let us perform Mandukasana by following the steps given
below:

1. Sitin Vagjrasana.

2. Make the fists with
thumbs inside and
put them near
navel and press
the navel area.

3. Exhale slowly, lean
forward from the
waist, lower the chest, so that it rests on the thighs.

4. Keep the head and neck raised and gaze in front.
5. Maintain the position comfortably for 5-10 seconds.

6. To release the posture, come back to the sitting position
by raising the trunk; remove your fists from the navel
area and sit in Vajrasana.
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Remember the following points:

Dos Don’ts
e Keep the head and neck|e Do notlean beyond the
raised in final position. capacity.
* Look in the front. e Do not jerk the body while
e Put pressure on the navel leaning forward.
area.
Benefits

* This asana is beneficial for the people having heavy
bellies, thighs or hips.

* [t eliminates gases from the abdomen.

* It benefits people suffering from constipation, diabetes
and digestive disorders.

Limitation
* Person with slipped disc, lumber spondylitis or any

other major disease of the spine should not practise this
asana.

9.4.5 Uttana-mandukasana
(Stretched up Frog Posture)

Uttana means ‘upright’ or ‘stretched up’ and manduka
means ‘frog’. In final position of this asana, the body
looks like a stretched up or upright frog, hence, it is called
Uttana-mandukasana.

Let us perform Uttana-mandukasana by following the
steps given below:

1. Sit in Vagjrasana.

2. Keep both the knees wide apart to such an extent
that toes of both the feet touch each
other. The head, neck and trunk are
kept erect. The eyes are either closed
or kept open.

3. Raise the arms above the head, fold
them and take them behind.

4. Place the right palm below left
shoulder and left palm below right
shoulder.

5. Maintain this position comfortably
for 5-10 seconds.

6. To come back, remove the arms one
by one, bring the knees together and
come to Vajrasana.
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Remember the following points:

Dos

Don’ts

¢ The head is surrounded by |
the elbows. .

e Keep the spine and neck
erect.

Do not bend the arms.
Do not lean forward.

Benefits

* It helps in reducing backache.

e It improves the blood circulation in the chest and

abdomen.

¢ It tones the abdominal and shoulder muscles.

e It improves the functioning of lungs by improving the

movements of diaphragm.

Limitation

* Those suffering from chronic knee pain and piles should

avoid this asana.

9.4.6 Kukkutasana (Cockerel Posture)

This is called Kukkutasana
because this asana imitates
the posture of a cock. This is a
balancing posture, therefore, it
should be practised with caution.
Before taking up this practice,
one must have sufficient practice
of Padmasana.

Let us perform Kukkutasana
by following the steps given
below:

1. Sit in Padmasana. Keep
your hand on side.

2. Now insert the arms
between calves and thighs
until the palms reach the
floor.

3. Inhaling, lift the body up as high as possible in the air.
Support and balance the body on the hands. Keep the

neck and head straight.

4. Maintain the position with
for 5-10 seconds.

5. To release the posture, exhaling lower the body and
bring it to the floor. Take the inserted arms out and sit

in Padmasana.
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Remember the following points:

Dos Don’ts
e Keep the head straight and|e Do not bend forward.
eyes on fixed in front. * Do not bring the fingers
¢ Keep palms apart firmly on close.
the ground while fingers|e Do not bend the head or
pointing forward. neck.
* Body should be balanced on
the arms.

* Hold the back straight.

Benefits

This posture helps to strengthen the shoulder, arms and
elbows.

This posture also helps to develop a sense of balance
and stability.

This makes the body strong.

Limitation

People suffering from heart disease or high blood
pressure should not practise this asana.

9.4.7 Akarna Dhanurasana

(Bow and Arrow Posture)

Akarna means ‘ear’ and Dhanur
means ‘bow’. In this asana, the
posture resembles like a ‘bow’.
In this posture, hand is pulled
up to ear like pulling a bow
and arrow. Hence, this is called
Akarna Dhanurasana.

Let us perform Akarna
Dhanurasana by following the
steps given below:

1. Sit and stretch out both the
legs in front. Keep both the arms by the side of the body.
Palms should be resting on the ground, fingers together
pointing forward.

Catch hold of the right big toe by the hook of the index
finger and thumb of the left hand.

Make the hook with the help of index finger and thumb
of right hand. Clasp the big toe of the left leg.

Bend the right leg at knee. Pull the feet by the toe, so as
it reaches up to the left ear.

Maintain the position for 5 to 10 seconds.
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6. To come back, lower the right foot, release the hand and
keep it by the side. Now bring the left leg on the floor.
Release the right hand and keep it by the side of the
body.

(Do it from other side changing the position of legs and hands.)

Remember the following points:

Dos Don’ts
e Keep the trunk and head|e Do not jerk or strain.
erect. ¢ In the beginning do not pull

e While bending the leg, the the foot up to ear.
arms should be straight.

e Pull the foot up to ear as
much as you can.

Benefits

* This asana is beneficial in constipation and indigestion.

* It strengthens the abdominal muscles, muscles of arms
and legs.

* It makes the legs supple.

Limitation
* Do not practise, if suffering from spinal complaints,
dislocation of hip joints and sciatica.

9.4.8 Matsyasana (Fish Posture)

In Sanskrit, Matsya means fish’. In final posture of this asana,
the body takes shape
of a floating fish. The
folded legs resemble
the tail of a fish, hence,
it is called Matsyasana.
This asana should
be performed wunder
the supervision of an
expert.

Let us perform
Matsyasana by
following the steps
given below:

1. Sit in Padmasana.
2. Lie on the back with support of the elbows.

3. Lift the neck and chest slightly up; the back should be
arched and raised from the ground.

4. Bend the head backward and place the crown of the
head on floor.
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5. Make hooks with the index fingers of both hands; and
clasp the big toes with hooks of opposite hands.

6. Maintain the position for 10-15 seconds or as long as
comfortable.

7. To come back, release the toes; place hands on the
ground; raise head up with the support of hands. Sit
with the help of the elbows.

Remember the following points:

Dos Don’ts

e Try to make the maximum ¢ Do not allow the knees to

arch of the spine.

Keep the arms bent at the
elbows.

The crown of head must

come up from the ground
while arching the back.
While leaning backward, do
not strain.

touch the floor.
¢ The knees must touch the
ground.

Benefits

e It improves blood supply to the brain.

* Itregulates the functioning of thyroid gland and improves
immune system.

» [t alleviates backache and cervical spondylitis.

e [t divert the blood from the legs to the pelvic region and
helps to increase the tone of the abdominal muscles.

* [t is beneficial in lungs and respiratory disorders.

Limitation
* Avoid practising this asana in case of vertigo,

cardiovascular diseases, hernia, arthritis, knee and
ankle and spinal problems.

9.4.9 Bhujangasana (Cobra Posture)

Bhujangasana comprises two words-
bhujanga and asana. In Sanskrit,
bhujangameans cobra (snake)and asana
means posture. In the final position
of this asana, the body resembles the
shape of a hooded snake, hence the
posture is called Bhujangasana.

Let us perform Bhujangasana by
following the steps given below:

1. Lie prone on the ground with
forehead touching the floor; legs together, hands by the
side of thighs.
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2.

Fold the hands at elbows and place the palms by the
side of the shoulders, thumbs under armpits, with tip of
the fingers not crossing the shoulder line.

Inhaling, slowly raise the head, neck and shoulders.
Shoulders should be shrugged backwards.

Raise the trunk up to the navel region. Raise the chin as
high as possible.

Eyes should be kept gazing upward.

Maintain the position for 5 -10 seconds or as long as
comfortable.

To come back, bring down the upper part of navel region,
chest, shoulders, chin and head.

Place the forehead on the ground and arms along the
body, hands by sides of the thighs. Relax.

Remember the following points:

Dos Don’ts
e Put minimum weight on|e Do not give jerk to lift the
hands. body.
e Distribute weight on the back.|* Do not allow the elbows to
The trunk should be raised spread out.
up to the navel only. e Do not raise the region
e While raising, shoulders beyond the navel region.
should be shrugged
backwards.
Benefits

It affects the spinal column and makes it flexible.

It solves digestive complaints.

It increases intra-abdominal pressure benefiting the
internal organs especially the liver and kidneys.

It relaxes both body and mind.

Limitation

Those suffering from hernia, peptic ulcer, intestinal tuberculosis
and acute abdominal pain should avoid this practice.
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9.4.10 Makarasana (Crocodile Posture)

The posture is called Makarasana
as the body resembles the shape of
makara, which in Sanskrit means
‘crocodile’. Makarasana is a relaxing
asana to body and mind and is very
beneficial for reducing stress.

Let us perform Makarasana by
following the steps given below:

1. Lie down on your stomach.

2. Keep the legs at a comfortable distance with heels inside
and toes pointing outward.

3. Fold arms at elbows, and keep them under the head.

4. Place the head on the cushion of the arms, close the
eyes and relax.

S. To come back bring the arms along the body and legs
together.

Remember the following points:

Dos Don’ts

e Both elbows can be kept|® Do not press the chest
slightly apart if found hard on the ground so that

difficult to put one above the the breathing becomes
other. uncomfortable.

e Do a deeper abdominal|® Do not bring the feet
breathing. together.

Benefits

* Traditionally it is a relaxing posture.

* It is beneficial in almost all psychosomatic disorders.

* [tis beneficial for respiratory organs, as well as digestive
organs.

Limitations

* Those having complaint of obesity and cardiac problems
should avoid this practice.

9.4.11 Shalabhasana (Locust Posture)

This asana is named after the
locust. In Sanskrit Shalabha
refers to ‘locust’ and asana
means ‘posture’. In the final
posture of this asana, body
resembles a locust.
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Let us perform Shalabhasana by following the steps given
below:

1.

Lie flat on the stomach, legs together, hands by the
side of the thighs, palms facing downward and heels
together. Chest and forehead should be placed on the
ground.

Place both palms under the thighs.
Stretch the chin slightly forward and keep it on the floor.

Inhaling and pressing the palms on the ground, raise
both the legs upward as high as possible.

Maintain the position with normal breathing for few
seconds.

To come back, slowly bring down the legs to the floor.
Take out the hands from the thighs. Lie flat on the
stomach, legs together, hands by the side of the thighs
and palms facing downward.

Remember the following points:

Dos Don’ts

e Use the

Jerk and unbearable strains
should be avoided.

hand to balance]|-*

and also to control the body
weight.

e While lifting the leg, contract
the lower dorsal muscles and
press the abdomen on the
floor.

¢ Legs should be outstretched
and straight.

Do not rush through the
exercise and do not push
yourself too much.

Do not put too much pressure
on the hands.

Benefits

e Shalabhasana stimulates the autonomic nervous system
especially the parasympathetic system.
* It strengthens the lower back and pelvic organs.

* [t gives relief in the conditions of mild sciatica, backache

and non-serious slip disk.
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* It is a good exercise for the legs, thighs, hips, buttocks,
the lower abdomen, diaphragm and wrists.

* It improves blood circulation in the pelvic region.

e It helps to reduce excessive fat formed around the knees,
the thighs, the waist and the abdomen and thereby
improves physical appearance and positive body image.

e It helps to regulate the functioning of liver.

e It is beneficial to increase elasticity and flexibility of
spine.

Limitation

¢ People suffering from high blood pressure, asthma and
cardiac diseases, weak lungs, hernia, peptic ulcers and
intestinal tuberculosis should avoid practising this asana.

9.4.12 Dhanurasana (Bow Posture)

In Sanskrit Dhanur means ‘bow’. This is called
the bow posture because in this posture the body
resembles a bow with its string attached to it. The
trunk and the thighs represent the bow, whereas
the hands and legs take the place of the string.

Let us perform Dhanurasana by following the
steps given below:

1. Lie down in prone position.

2. Exhaling, slowly bend the legs backwards
at the knees.

3. Hold the toes or ankles
firmly with hands as per
your capacity.

4. Inhaling, raise thighs,
head and chest as high
as possible. Stretch and
bring the toes or ankles
towards head. Look
upward. Maintain the
position comfortably for
5-10 seconds.

5. To come back, release
the arms and keep
them beside the body.
Straighten the legs. Bring
the legs, head, shoulders
and chest slowly on the
floor and relax in starting
position.
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Remember the following points:

Dos Don’ts

¢ Balance the weight of body on [ ¢ Do not jerk or strain, take the
lower abdominal region. position slowly.

e Arch the back, as much as|e¢ While assuming the posture,
possible. do not lean over to a side.

e Keep the chest close to the|e Do notbend or spread out the
floor. elbows, while maintaining

e The arms should be the posture.
straight.

Benefits

* Dhanurasanais a good exercise for joint of the shoulders,
knees, ankles and entire backbone.

e It is beneficial for management of diabetes mellitus as it
massages the liver and pancreas.

e It helps to reduce excess fat around the belly, waist and
hips.

e It strengthens the ligaments, muscles and nerves in the
back, arms, legs, shoulders, neck and abdomen.

e It stimulates and regulates thyroid and adrenal glands.

e It helps in reducing backache pain.

e It is good for the conditions of hunched back and
drooping shoulders.

Limitation
* Person with high blood pressure, hernia, peptic ulcer,
appendicitis, colitis slipped disc, lumber spondylitis
should not practise this asana.

9.4.13 Sarvangasana (Shoulder Stand Posture)

Sarvangasana comprises three words: sarva, anga and asana.
In Sanskrit, sarva means ‘whole’ and anga means ‘parts of
the body’ and asana means ‘posture’. The posture is called
Sarvangasana, because it influences the whole body.

Let us perform Sarvang-asana by following the steps given
below:

1. Lie on the back with the hands along the thighs, palms
resting on the ground.

2. Pushing down on hands slowly raise both the legs up to
30°. Hold the position for few seconds.

3. Slowly, raise the legs further up to 60° and maintain the
position for few seconds.

4. Raise the legs further up to 90° and maintain the
position for few seconds.
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5. Bend the arms at the elbow and place the hands at the
hips. Now, cupping the buttocks with hands raise the
buttocks. Raise legs, abdomen and chest up vertically
in a straight line with the trunk. Place the palms on
your back to support the back.

6. Push the chest forward so that it presses firmly against
the chin. Keep the elbows close to each other.

7. Maintain the position comfortably for 5-10 seconds.

8. To come back, lower the spine very slowly along the
floor. Lower the buttocks with hands supporting the
back and bring the buttocks on the ground. Bring the
legs up to 90° and stop there. Place the hands firmly on
the ground close to the body. Lower the legs still up to
60° and 30° and then slowly on the ground and relax.

Remember the following points:

Dos

Don’ts

Movements of the legs should
be very slow, stopping at
different angles.

In the final position, keep the
legs vertical in a straight line
with the trunk.

Support the back with your
hands.

Avoid bending the legs.

Avoid jerky action in
assuming the final position
or returning from it.
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Benefits

* It regulates the thyroid function.

* It helps in increasing the circulation of blood to the brain.
* It strengthens the neck region.

e It helps in managing problems related to endocrine

glands.
Limitation

* Those suffering from high blood pressure, epilepsy, pain
in neck and lumber region, excessive obesity and cardio-
vascular complaint should not practise it.

9.4.14 Halasana

Hala in Sanskrit and Hindi means
‘plough’. In the final position of this
asana, the body resembles the shape
of a plough. As plough makes the hard
ground soft, in this asana the veins are
stretched which reduces the stiffness
of the body.

Let us perform Halasana by
following the steps given below:

1. Lie in supine position, legs together
and arms beside the body.

2. Keeping the knees straight, raise the legs up to 30°.

3. Raise the legs further up to 60°.

4. Raise the legs still further up to 90°, keeping them
vertical and straight.
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5. Pressing the arms raise the trunk by lowering the legs
over the head, the toes touching the ground. Push the
legs a little beyond the head.

6. Keep the arm straig